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Mission
Friends of Stark Parks is a non-profit volunteer organization dedicated to supporting the

mission of Stark Parks through fundraising, membership and advocacy. 

Vision
To partner with Stark Parks to ensure people benefit from utilizing the parks while

providing avenues for them to give back. 



PRESIDENT’S
STATEMENT

As President of the Friends of Stark Parks, I want to sincerely thank you for your continued support
throughout 2025. Your commitment and generosity have once again played a vital role in making this
year a successful one for our organization and for Stark Parks. Because of your support, we were able to
assist with several important projects, and I would like to highlight a few of the funding priorities we
helped advance:

• Chip and Seal Machine – This valuable addition has been used to restore and improve trails across
the county, enhancing both accessibility and safety for park visitors.
• Quail Hollow Park Boardwalks – Fundraising efforts continue to rebuild the boardwalks, ensuring
these well-loved features remain part of the park experience for years to come.
• Summer Serenades – Our popular concert series once again toured the county, providing
opportunities to enjoy live music throughout our parks and in collaboration with other local park
partners.
• Sippo Valley Trail Bridges – We are pleased to share that Bridge 7 has been successfully replaced,
with additional bridge improvements ongoing along the trail.
• Petros Park Restrooms –Modern facilities and improved comfort for all park guests have been
completed and opened

Thank you for your unwavering support. These projects represent just a portion of the
meaningful impact your generosity has on our park system. We hope you can visit the parks
and experience these improvements firsthand.

This year also marks my final term as President of the Friends of Stark Parks board. I am
deeply grateful to everyone I have had the privilege to meet and work alongside during my
service. I look forward to continuing my involvement with Friends of Stark Parks and seeing you
all enjoying the parks in 2026.

W I L L I A M  R E G U L A
President



INCOMING PRESIDENT’S
STATEMENT

As you can see in our 2025 report, Friends of Stark Parks has had another successful year! Everything we
have been able to accomplish has been a result of the hard work and tremendous support of our board,
volunteers, donors, and members. I want to thank you all for that support. As I step into the board
president role, I am encouraged that so many people love the parks and recognize how valuable of a
resource they are to our community. 

There’s no plan to slow down in 2026, and we’re continuing to make the Parks a place everyone can
enjoy. This year, we’re planning on helping fund a number of projects across the Parks system, such as

2026 Summer Serenades Concert Series
Kayak Vending Machine 
Sippo Valley Bridge Repairs
Quail Hollow Boardwalk Repairs
Accessible Transportation for Park Events

By doing these things, we’re continuing to build off the great work Friends of Stark Parks has done over
the years. 

I joined Friends of Stark Parks because I believe the Parks make our community unique and provide
benefits to us all. In 2026, I want to extend the challenge to join us in our work. Attend events, sign up to
volunteer, or participate in our annual fundraisers. If you’re able, please consider donating to one of our
causes or becoming a Friends of Stark Parks member. Your involvement goes a long way. I look forward
to writing to you next year and highlighting all the work we’ve done. 

J A K E  B O R O N
Incoming President

Jake Boron



FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW

FUNDED PROGRAMS
AND PROJECTS

Friends of Stark Parks
managed to fund over
$95,000 in programs and
projects in 2025.

FUNDS RAISED

Friends of Stark Parks
raised more than $558,000
in donations in 2025. These
funds are allocated to
donor-specified projects or
provide general support to
Stark Parks for the current
year and beyond.
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For the first time in a few years, we had perfect race-day weather — no rain and no snow!

With over 300 runners and walkers participating, the 2025 Spring Peeper was an
incredible success.

Together, we raised more than $7,000 to support projects at Stark Parks. Thank you to
everyone who came out, participated, volunteered, and supported this event. We couldn’t
have done it without you!

Thank you to our sponsors:
Accurate Door
Ameriprise Financial
Bellstores
Positively Unique Fitness
Precision Muscular Mechanics
Stark County Veterinary Emergency Clinic
The Blazing Pig BBQ
YMCA of Central Stark County 

SPRING PEEPER 
CANALWAY CLASSIC

Learn more about 
Friends of Stark Parks
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Shaheen, Louis and Lori
Shaheen, Marilyn
Shapiro, Samantha
Shepherd, Vicki
Sheppard, Patricia
Sherer, MaryAnn
Shilling, Dave and Lisa
Sickafoose, Stan and Joy
Sicker, Dave and Lisa
Sidel, Tara
Silski, Cathy
Simon, Gabriela
Simone, Johanne
Simpson, Blake & Karen
Singer, John and Judith
Singh, Chris
Sirak, Linda
Skakun, Mark and BettyGaye
Skubiak, Debbie
Slabinski, Mark
Slagle, Larry and Maude
Slaybaugh, Chris
Slaybaugh, Elaine

Slesnick, Erica and Scott
Smith, Bob and Linda
Smith, Chad and Lisa
Smith, Dan and Kathy
Smith, Idalee
Smith, Jeff and Denise
Smith, Robert and Jan
Smith, Shawn
Snyder, Lynne
Snyder, Patty
Soliday, Laurie
Soska, Paul J. III
Southards, Tom and Mary
Sowers, Taylor
Spees, Joanne and Russell
Spencer, Parker
Spier, Bill and Linda
Spring, Stephen
Springer-Vega, Robin
Staken, Jo Ann
Steiner, Brit
Steiner, Mahlon
Stephens, Richelle K.
Stine, Jennifer
Stipe, Dan and Phyllis
Stocker, Gretchen
Stottlemyer, John and Donna
Strattan, Sara
Strazisar, John F
Streamo, Sherese
Stroup, Diane
Stroup, Winston W.
Stuck, Richard
Sturm, Pam
Sturm, Tim and Gloria
Sturr, Robert and Welsh,
Jennifer
Suggett, Sandra
Suttle, Helen

Suvak, Daniel
Swan, Kelli
Swan, Mary Lou
Symensma, Donna
Tarry, Margaret
Taylor, Carolyn
Taylor, Dawn
Taylor, Sheila M.
Terry & Joyce Nolan
Tessanne, Jennifer
Teuscher, Tracy
Theriault, Daniel
Thomas, Robert
Thomas, S. and Hancock, Joanne
Thorp, Barrie and Marilyn
Tittle, Kimberly R
Tolerton, Joyce
Tolin, Katie
Tolley, Lois and Fockler, Robert
Tousant, Colleen
Trapani Jr., John G.
Troyer, Christine and Barry
Turner, Irene
VanOrman, Howard and Trudi
Vetter, Candy
Vincent, Bradley L.
Violand, Charles and Karen
Vojir, Frances
Volzer, Robert
Voyles, Nikki
Wade, Josleen
Wadsworth, Molly
Wagner, David
Wagner, Tom and Tina
Wales, Terry L.
Walker, Doug
Wallace, David and Josette
Walther, Dean and Mary
Waltz, Ken



MEMBERS

Warne, Michael and Susan
Warsinsky, Chris
Watkins, Michael
Watkins, Scott and Linda
Watson, Ashley
Watson, Lindy
Weiner, Peter
Weise, Lynda
Weisend, Emily
Welch, Nancy
Welchner, Marilyn
Wells, Fran and PJ
Wells, Jesse and Barb
Westover, Cindy
Wetzel, Grace L.
White, KJ
White-Meece, Susan
Whitmire, Dale and Mary
Wile, Leslie
Wilke, Beverly
Wilkes, Tamara and Paxton,
Janet
Williams, Jill
Williams, Lorraine
Winans, Tyler
Winner, Charles and Cindy
Wise, William & Susan
Wolters, Jack Anthony
Wood, Bill and Vivian
Woodard, Bill
Yeagley, Laurie
Young, Dawn
Zaleski, Linda
Zawaski, Gretchen and Mike
Zernechel, Judson and Rebecca
Ziegler, Rich and Candy
Zimmerman, William and
Judith
Zorn, Bill and Deb
Zurick, Andrew and Marsha
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